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Mass and Main proposal hearing

I have written before to express my support for the Mass+Main project. As long as the present proposal does not change, unless

more affordable units are able to be added, or the height of the building lowered, I continue to support the project.

Best,

Judith Black

Dear Fellow Cantabridgians,

I am writing to endorse the proposal from Normandy and Twining to develop mixed residential and commercial projects that would

add more affordable housing and low-income rentals in the Central Square area, the Mass and Main project.

I have lived in Cambridgeport since 1979, moving here to attend a graduate program at MIT with four young children in tow. The

area was quite different then.

Buying one of the first condo units on Pleasant Street was, as one real estate person told me, as I was looking to rent, was “as

good as you are going to get.” The unit was in rough shape. People would ask if the area was safe.

I thought that I would finish the MIT program and leave because of job and housing needs. We stayed. We reaped the benefits of

living here. Good public schools. Good transportation. Good health care. Good politics. Good tax rate. Good business

opportunities.

We have been part of the change in this part of Cambridge. We have benefited in every way and want to see others afford the

opportunities Cambridge has to offer. We want to see the area retain its diversity of all kinds. 

I was awful lucky. A “nice woman" who gave me a first mortgage when I could not afford, nor find, a suitable rental. Nor could I

get a bank loan! Let’s find a way for others to be lucky. Assuming that the Mass and Main proposal stays focused on the

affordable housing and low-income rental issues so many of us are concerned with, I recommend approval of

Normandy/Twinning's present offer of increasing the number of units for this purpose.

Thanks for your support of this project and others like it.

Best,

Judith Black

judithblack <judithblack@me.com>
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